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Abstract

Several studies have highlighted how presidents rely on their electoral legitimacy and
visibility to influence the policy process via their public statements and symbolic actions.
However, the focus of this research has largely been circumscribed to the American
presidency (Kernell, 1997; Edwards, 2003; Ashley & Jarmer, 2016). Heads of state in other
presidential systems and in semi-presidential systems are also popularly elected and
should a priori have the same capacity to influence public action through identical
means. Yet, this issue has received little attention from scholars.

To what extent do presidents use the bully pulpit and symbolic actions to influence
policye Is their wilingness to use these informal powers determined by their institutional
powers (strong versus weak presidency), their changing environment (divided versus
united government, relationship between the president and its parliamentary party,
changes in the perceived role of the president by the public, development of social
media tools, etc), or other factors such as the presidents’ leadership abilities?

This panel aims at bringing together papers that can advance theoretical and empirical
research on the use of informal powers by popularly elected president in presidential and
semi-presidential systems. The goal is to extend our understanding of the use of informal
powers by presidents outside of the US political system and to use a more comparative
approach to study these questions. We welcome papers that can shed light on these
questions by using a variety of methods (longitudinal research, qualitative work, textual
analysis, quantitative methods). Case studies are welcome as long as they can provide
a theoretical framework that can be adapted to other cases.
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